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Alan Turing
1912-1954

by Gilles Warmoes



— When his parents
went back to

...Alan and his elder brother were left o a retired
colonel and his wife in Southeast €ngland.

His mother came back and Alan lived
with her untfl he was sent to boarding HlE W "W = " W G im

school.
At Sherborne School. he fell madly in love with another pupil.
Christbpher Morcom.
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His work and talent allowed him to studg at the Pres{fgious Universitg

of Cambridge, where he was 5ran{’ed a fe"owship.
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.~ who soon died of fuberculosis. Alan was. |
homosexual, which at the ime meant life

!could be uﬂ%rlg b‘agic. He developed the it -/ /'
[ bndencg o stﬁg isolated and never created [ \i R \ = ‘ ;||II;
deep bonds again. 1N AN y i 4 ) ém
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‘IOM dag. as lﬁm@ l;;himself. he gol'u visionary ide.|
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o In 1937, he puHished an article that oulfined a very
simple. yet powerful machine he had evisioned.
g This machine would be able to reproduce the |ogic
of any algorithm with only 4 simple instructions... R

...and an infinite roll of white tﬁpe...

This article went mosﬂg unnoliced. However, it Pioneered Alan crossed the ocean to studg at Princeton and develoPed
the idea of comPu{'er memory. an interestin crgpblogg. He was offered aJ'ob there in
) 1938, after his Ph.O.. ...
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...but he decided to return to the UK.

) Participa{t in the war effort:




He was recruifed by the C-overnment-Code and C pher School. The service was seftled in an old manor.
Glcfi:h.'cy Park, where he was secretfy recruited by counfer-fnf'cﬂigencc services.

XX XXXXXXX

7

8 8 D

7|'lr|'n9's {eam was dedicated fo breakn’ng the code of the

C-erman machine €nigma.

They firstcreated a machine called “The 8ombe, ™ which

was able {o decode the C.erman messages.

When the G-ermans
changed their way of

codin ini:rma’(l‘on,
they had b build a
fus%ir engine. Turing

was nol’Fur{' of the

!__%am crealﬂéd

The Colossus.” but

he conffibuted o it by
finding a statistica

g;f{:oach {b analyze

7'"19 Colossus was the machine that decoded messages from Hilfer saging they
in 1944, enuHing the Allied vicbrg.




::ﬁmﬁil&hl':b::ﬂb ries This is the firsttime I'm M Do you think
Claude Shannon. meetfing someone as ob- a machine could
sessed by neuroscience ever mimic human

as | am! fnf?”r'gence?

That thought led Turing c ' S In one room. a human inferrogator
to imagine a test called: ' sends messages fo another player.

“The Imitatfon G.ame.” 3 34 placed in another room.

The _qoal of the game is for the
fnf’erro_qafbr {o defermine whether
the player is another human...
or a machine.

Ada Lovelace had declared that a machine
would never be able {o think. 'nm'ng stafed
thatitcould have the capacu’fy o learn and.

therefore. Jeve’oP a cerfain fnl’e”igence.

In 1952, after a burglary in his home. Turing
confessed o the poll'ce he had an affair with a
man, which was I'Hegal at-the tfme. He was given
the choice o go {o prison or (o undergo a

hormonal freatment fo reduce his sexual drive.

He chose the second oPﬂ‘on. ‘\I_’

r"\'\
In June 1954, he commitled suicide.

‘ g bl'ffng info an apple infused with cyam'dc.
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